A Mentor
	Dad started playing baseball with me at age two and a half, at least that`s what I was told. He played with me every summer and taught me the skills until age 14 when I started high school. I played high school, church and American Legion baseball; two years of fast pitch softball in the United States Air Force as well as many slow pitch softball teams.	
	My wife and I married in 1972 and commenced to give birth to three daughters.	I know what to do with boys but girls? The answer came when we moved to Florida. There was a Little League one mile from our house so we signed all three daughters up for girls fast pitch softball. The league representatives then talked me into being a coach which I really didn`t want to do but there seemed to be no one else. I ended up coaching at the Little League for ten consecutive seasons and three more with the high school and travel ball teams. 
	Although I played baseball and softball a good deal myself, I realized that I really didn’t know the fundamentals of the game and certainly didn`t know how to teach them.  I had to start thinking about how I fielded a ground ball or swung the bat and break it down into the component parts to teach the girls. Additionally, fast pitch softball is pitched with an under hand motion by violently swinging the arm around in a circle and releasing the ball at the bottom of the circle. I had no idea how to do this and certainly didn`t know how to teach it.
	Pitching is a big part of fast pitch softball and as a coach, I needed to be able to depend on one (or two) of the girls to pitch strikes and not walk the hitters because of their inability to pitch strikes. The answer was obvious, I would make pitchers out of my daughters. 
	After asking around, I found a pitching coach in Clearwater, Florida. Herb Dudley was six feet two inches tall and weighed two hundred and twenty five pounds. He and others started men`s fast pitch softball in the 1930s but it couldn`t compete with baseball. Herb held the American Softball Association (ASA) record for most strikeouts in a game at 55 and is  admitted to the Florida Sports Hall of Fame.
	Many said he pitched the ball at 100 MPH but he himself guessed it was more like 81-82 mph. There were no speed guns back in those days. He had a number of different pitches: the drop; curve, rise ball and change- up. The rise ball is peculiar to fast pitch softball as the ball will actually rise up. Baseball has no such pitch. He threw two different change-ups: a change- up curve and a change-up drop. He could throw the change-up drop directly at a left handed batter and the batter would bail out thinking the ball was going to hit him and then it would drop and curve over the plate for a called strike. 
	He taught high school health and physical education classes as well as coaching the baseball team. He was also a man of God reading his Bible and attending church regularly.
		Herb agreed to work with my daughters spending four years with my daughter Latanya and five years with our youngest daughter, Natalie. We spent a half hour once a week with Herb for ten months each year. He became my softball and coaching mentor beyond description. We spent the rest of the week practicing and reinforcing what Herb taught us. I learned pitching mechanics, ball spins and strategy from Herb. I even worked with other girls who came to me to help them with pitching.
	It didn`t stop with the pitching however, Herb taught me hitting mechanics, fielding ground ball and fly ball mechanics; good base running and many different team drills. He armed me with the knowledge and confidence to be a coach able to turn girls into super athletes. My daughters were top pitchers in the county and Natalie pitched her high team to the Florida high school state final game which we lost two to zero. 
She had ten strike outs in that game and no one on the other team got the ball out of the in- field. Herb Dudley was a great pitcher; a great teacher; a great family man and man of God and my mentor. 
