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Devastating Site

	The Mediterranean cruise stopped at the port of Katakolon, Greece. Our excursion would take us to Olympia, the ancient site of the Olympics, approximately a thirty-minute bus drive from the ship.   When boarding the cruise ship, unprecedented wildfires raged through acres of land in and around the museum and stadium at Olympia.  Cruise personnel announced there was a possibility that we would not stop at that location because of the devastating fires.  As we approached that part of the itinerary, the ship’s captain would make the last-minute decision.
	Fortunately, the fires were extinguished before our arrival, and we could take the excursion.  As the bus approached the area, we viewed the black ash covering the acreage, overcome by sadness.  Black soot could be seen everywhere, devastating all landscapes of trees and soil. 
	The site could be seen as if our maker took a ruler and drew a line in the ground.  The fires stopped or were extinguished up to that line—just mere feet from the restaurant and museum housing the antiquities.  The forest was gone, yet the historical landmarks were left untouched.
	Wildlife was gone, taking leave of the area to protect themselves and their offspring.
	Upon entering the historical Olympic stadium, you’re transported back in time and reminded of the movies viewed showing that iconic landscape.  You could almost feel the presence of those who competed there hundreds of years prior.
	The snapshots will remain etched on my mind forever.   
246 words  
2

