Day 3 – Taste – 5-Day Challenge
September 14, 2022
Julie Folkerts

Celebratory Dinner and Dessert

	It was our first visit to the Dominican Republic.  Punta Cana had been described as a beach goers paradise.  Traveling there had been a challenge as there were no direct flights.  We had to stop in Charlotte, North Carolina, and then on to Punta Cana, located on the southern coast of the Dominican Republic.
	This all-inclusive resort included five restaurants, one of which was exclusive, and members were required to make reservations and only allowed to dine there one time per seven-day stay.  We reserved Don’s birthday and were told the five-star menu was like no other. 
	We visited the other restaurants and enjoyed the Asian one as it was delicious.  The staff entertained us and gave us an informal lesson on napkin folding.  Always busy, reservations for this place became a must.
	We thoroughly enjoyed the different activities there, partaking in the excursion to visit the Blue Lagoon.  It was a hike through lush vegetation and botanical gardens, but once you viewed the Blue Lagoon and then jumped in to take a dip to enjoy the calm waters, the return hike was a bit cooler.
	New flavors were sipped on in the tropical drinks.  I enjoy trying fresh, delectable foods and flavors.  But be sure I will let you know if I am not particularly fond of the unique ingredients.  Often you need to travel to new locations to taste the different flavors of different cultures.  My palate is negative when trying hot and spicy fares.  As a young girl, I burned my mouth trying berries I thought were cherries on a bush, so I cannot swallow the heat now.
	The celebratory dinner for Don was a white table affair.  All attending tried various items from the menu, mine being baby scallops in a white wine sauce with grilled almond asparagus.  Each item was artistically displayed, making it hard to mess up the picture in our minds.  The food was exquisitely prepared, easily cut with a fork, and scrumptious in every mouthful.  
	Then for dessert, they brought a cherries jubilee, prepared tableside, and served it to each of us.  Years had passed since partaking in this delectable dessert.  What pleasing and divine flavor tantalized our tastebuds.
	To finish the dinner, the waiter delivered a specially made chocolate cake, professionally decorated with sparklers inserted on the top lighting up the table and our smiling faces.  The waiter began singing “Happy Birthday,” so we all joined in as we watched Don blush and say, “for me?”
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