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It was June 1973. Mario and I, Donna, Gina, Tony, and Phil were on Phil’s yacht, the Chicago, in the Bahamas. Tony lay on the lower port side bunk suffering from his bandaged self-induced cuts.
Phil sat at his second son, Tony’s feet, and said, “Tony, all the drugs that you have done have distorted your mind. I’m going to tell you the truth about your birth for the last time. I hope it will make sense to you, this time. I want you to understand and stop allowing your illusions to control you.”
“Yeah, Dad.”
Phil reached for Tony’s hand and placed it in his. Gently rubbing Tony’s hand, Phil said, “We lived with your mother’s parents upstairs in the back of their Chicago house. In 1952, Mom was nineteen and gave birth to Mario in February. In January 1952, Mom’s sixteen-year-old sister, Mary Ann, was also pregnant. Their truth-telling Sagittarius sister Connie told the family that I was the one that got Mary Ann pregnant.”
Oh my God. Counting on my fingers, I came up with the first two babies were born seven months apart.
Phil said, “Mary Ann had been messing around with another guy at the same time. So, I couldn’t be sure if the pregnancy was due to me. But the family hung it on me. Then Mom got pregnant with you.” 
My eyes got big. I looked at Mario, “Holy shit. Three kids”
Mario shook his head at me. “Be quiet.”
Phil continued, “I was only twenty. It was too much. I needed to get away. I read in the newspaper a man was looking for drivers to drive his car from Chicago to California. Walter, my buddy, and I got the job. We took turns driving.”
I asked, “What kind of car was it?”
Phil looked at me. “I don’t remember. Nothing special. Just a car.”
Mario squeezed my wrist. “Stop interrupting.” 
Phil continued, “When we got to Los Angeles, our destination, Walter got sick and caught a ride back to Chicago. So, I was on my own.” Phil let go of Tony’s hand. I could afford to rent a room for a month with the money I had. I found a third-floor apartment with an elevator. I needed to find employment.

