Lorna Deane

MICRO MEMOIRE SIX PART SERIES 
WEEK THREE
DIVINE ENCOUNTER? MERITED OR UNMERITED FAVOUR

In 1990, after extended sick leave, I returned to work at the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. Due to legislative changes, my position in the Exchange Control Department (ECD), was eliminated. On arrival, I learnt that I was promoted to a newly created position in the Governor’s office. This required creation of new workspace. On the Governor’s instructions, the vacant Deputy Governor’s office was assigned to me.
I felt honoured.
Did an earlier experience foreshadow this development?
∞∞∞∞∞
It happened in 1979, one year after I moved from Jamaica and commenced working in the ECD of the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. I felt apprehensive when I was summoned to the Governor’s office.  At that time, the Executive Area, including his office, was restricted and referred to by staff as “hallowed ground”. 
I looked at the imposing figure of the Governor and thought, his office and authority sat well on him. That explained, partially, why he was respected by all, even feared by a few.
 After enquiring about my state of being, he continued,

“Mrs. Deane, I am expecting two gentlemen from Company X[footnoteRef:1]  at 2:00 pm. They require advice on Exchange Control matters. I selected you to meet with them.”  [1:  A prominent company.  Name omitted.] 

This puzzled me. He continued, 
 “I am confident you can conduct the meeting. Please use the Deputy Governor’s office, next to mine”. 
This was unheard of.
∞∞∞∞∞
These noteworthy events happened over the span of time.
1.The Governor in 1979, retired. 
2. A second Governor, oversaw construction of the Twin Towers, and the Central Bank    relocated to one of the Towers, 
3. The new Executive Area had one office for the Governor, and two for Deputy Governors, though there was only one Deputy Governor.
4. A third Governor held office in 1990
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