DEATH – RYAN, AGE SEVEN, NORMAN SIX MONTHS LATER
                                          EPISODE ONE
	                     By Jacqueline Wenger Raymond
	It was a beautiful, October 13, 2001, day. Norman and I had just arrived in Miami for a fun weekend celebrating Norm’s brother, Ron’s, and sister-in-law, Shirley’s wedding anniversary.
Shortly after arriving, Norm’s telephone rang.
	“This is Norman Raymond.”  
A look of horror appeared on his face, tears welled up in his eyes, he uttered, “What! No! No! it can’t be, my seven-year-old grandboy, Ryan, dead! God, why.”
 Ron, Dawn, seven-year-old Ryan, two-year-old Tyler were in an automobile accident when returning from Ryan’s first swimming meet in Harlingen, Texas, forty miles west of their home in McAllen. The rubber on one of the tires of their Land Rover detached causing the car to roll sideways across the road, over a three-foot guard rail, landing passenger side down and catch on fire. Ryan, was strapped in the passenger side, back seat and trapped. After Ron, unhooked Tyler, lowered him to the ground, he turned to unhook Ryan only to find him engulfed in flames, burning to death. Sight never forgotten. 
Ron, Dawn, Tyler were air-lifted to a burn-center hospital in Dallas, Texas, for four weeks of burn treatment. 
When they returned to McAllen, they had to face Ryan’s cremated remains being put to rest. 
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 From Orlando, I arranged the Funeral Service at their church. An additional memorial service, where a tree was planted at Ryan’s St Jude School in a cave-like 
Shine area the next day. The ten years we had lived in McAllen, I sang at both of these Catholic churches, thus enabling me set-up the services with church people. 
	Five months after Ryan’s death, 4:30 a.m. Palm Sunday, I rushed Norm to the hospital with breathing problems. He had Pulmonary Fibrosis, not far enough advanced to die, but he wanted to go take care of his Ryan. 
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