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I wait with my fellow contestants as the game show host recaps the previous fifteen minutes. The lights are so bright in my eyes, I can barely see the studio audience. My palms are sweaty. 
I’m here on a mission.
“This is Double Jeopardy, where the prizes double and the scores can really change! Terry, you’re our current leader, choose your category.”
“Shakespeare Authorship Question for $200.”
“And the answer is ‘William Shakspere’.”
I press the buzzer. “What was the man from Stratford’s real name?”
“Correct!”
“Shakespeare for $400.”
“Answer: Christopher Marlowe, Francis Bacon, Queen Elizabeth the First, and Edward deVere, 17th Earl of Oxford.”
Again, I’m first with the buzzer. “Who were Elizabethans variously credited with writing the works of Shakespeare under a pseudonym?”
“That is correct!”
“Shakespeare for $600.”
 	“Answer: This portrait shows the sitter with two right eyes, a doublet in which the right front is actually the left back, and apparently wearing a mask.”
	I hit the buzzer before the host finishes reading the clue. “The Droeshout engraving of William Shakespeare in the First Folio. Shakespeare for $800.”
	“Answer: Charlie Chaplin, Sigmund Freud, Walt Whitman, Mark Twain, and Henry James.”
	By this time, my hands are shaking. I’m nearly there. “Who were prominent historical doubters of the traditional attribution of the works of Shakespeare?”
	“You’re on a roll!”
	“Shakespeare for $1000.”
	“The final answer in this category is ‘J. Thomas Looney’.”
	Yes!
	“Who was the first person to make the case for the Earl of Oxford as the true author, in his book “Shakespeare” Identified?”
	The other contestants are giving me the hairy eyeball. I’ve swept the category. I’ve won $3000 – which I’ll donate to the Shakespeare Authorship Coalition – and I’ve stood up for skeptics everywhere. Today Jeopardy, tomorrow the world.
	Well. It’s a nice dream.
	
	
	
	
