Lorna Deane

MICRO MEMOIRE OCT 05 2024
WEATHER
In 1967 when I went to University in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, I reacted negatively to the extreme weather conditions.  Years after that experience, in 1992-1993, I spent thirteen months living in similar weather conditions in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. There, I enjoyed my stay, enhanced my coping skills and also thrived. 
Returning to Canada as a permanent resident in 2002, was a goal I desired and planned for. 
 I applied my honed new skill, the art of selecting functional clothing for each Season, and for the unpredictable weather in between seasons. Next, purchasing a car was a priority. Driving on the right side of the road was going to be a new experience, since previously I drove on the left side in Jamaica and in Trinidad and Tobago.
I engaged a driving instructor to guide me and reorient my skills to driving on the “opposite side of the road”. Prior to taking the road test for my driver’s license in Ontario, I was required to successfully demonstrate my knowledge of the road code, signs and symbols in a written exam. My efforts made me feel confident and prepared to drive in all types of weather, with caution.
The first time I drove under snowy conditions, was early in December, 2002. The weather forecast was for snow flurries beginning early in the afternoon, with accumulation of 1-3 cm of snow.   I left work, got into my car, exited the driveway and made a left turn, headed towards home. 
Before I knew what was happening, my vehicle took on a mind of its own, spun to face the opposite direction, and came to a stop. Too shocked to be scared, I slowly made a U-turn and resumed my journey. Humbled, I inched my way home safely.
Experience was the best teacher of all.
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