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FORTUNE FAVOURS THE BRAVE
The idiom “nothing ventured, nothing gained,” holds my interest.  Life taught me to let  the phrase, “fools rush in, where angels fear to tread,”  guide me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
One morning, I walked into Zeller’s Department Store in Brampton, Ontario, Canada, to find either an item I needed, or that would enhance my home’s décor.  My eyes lighted on a two-drawer maple filing cabinet, with a matt finish and brass hardware.  This would be perfect beside my computer desk.  I purchased the item, and headed home
 	I arranged the components before me on the floor. as recommended. Equipped with flathead and Phillips screwdrivers, I scanned the instructions, then began to assemble the cabinet. At the halfway point, the item wobbled. My attempt to connect the next piece, triggered a great collapse.  I collected and sorted the parts and started assembling the item once more.  I was three-quarters of the way, when everything toppled.
I repeated the idiom, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.,” and started once more. At about the two- thirds point, an idea dawned. I headed to the hardware store, ten minutes away from my home. The sure fix was wood filler and longer screws to hold my connections secure
Fate intervened when I encountered a work colleague from Trinidad and Tobago, working at that store. I explained the problem and proposed solution to him.  He asked,
“Did you use the Allen key?” 
“Did you say Allen key?”
“Never mind,” he responded with a smile. “Pick me up at 5:00 p.m. I’ll ask my wife to meet me at your place later” 
He began by saying,
“Show me the contents of the box.” 
I obliged. He pulled everything apart, and assembled the pieces using the now famous Allen key.
In record time, my new filing cabinet proudly took its place, beside my computer desk.  
“Fortune favours the brave.”
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